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HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HETTON  HOUSE, 

HETTON-LE-HOLE, 


CO.  DURHAM. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  -and  Gentlemen, 

v • . 

I hereby  present  ray  fourth  report  on- this  district* 


No  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  in 
fact  there  were  no  notifications  of  either  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria*  . 

In  the  district  36  sessions' were  held  for  the  protection 
against  poliomyelitis.  All  had  their  first  injection,  and 
approximately  two  thirds  the  second  and  third  injection* 


Many  old  Aged  Persons  were  visited  and  those  thought 
necessary  allocated  to  hospital  or  hostel  as  Part  111, Accommod- 
ation under  the. County  Scheme*  , , :- 


As* in  previous  years  medical  examinations  for  those- 


eligible  for  the  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme  were, performed* 


* ... 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


- 2 - 


Members  of  Council  and  Health  Committee  1961 
Chairman  of  the  Council  - Councillor  G.Metoalfo,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Comnittee  - Councillor  A* Logan.  B.E.M. 
Hetton  Ward 

Councillor  Mrs.  H. Ellison,  J.P.  5 Dunelm  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole, 
Councillor  J.Ellion,  5 Dunelm  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

Councillor  E.Kent,  11  Bedford  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole# 

Councillor  C.Long,  29  Springwell, Terr ace,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  G.Metcalfe,  J.P.  31  Deepdale  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

Hetton  Downs  Ward 

Councillor 'Mrs.  C.Buekingham,  23  Fairy  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  G.W.Davidson,  19  Caroline  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  J.Belshaw,  ll  Minor  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

Councillor  L. Kelly,  J.P.  n Hillcroft,! , North  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole 
Councillor  A. Logan.,  B.E.M..  4 Surrey  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  E« ' Weirs,  ;.l  Station  Road  North, Hetton-le-Hole. 
Easington  Lane  Ward 

Councillor  W.H.Bainbridge,  79  Elen ore  Lane,  Easington  Lane. 
Councillor  F* Noble,  5 Rydal  Avenue,  Easington  Lane, 

Councillor  H.Ramshaw,  14  Sheriff's  Mo <er  Avenue,  Easington  Lane. 
Councillor  Mrs.  E. Smith,  26  Whitehill  Road,  Easington  Lane. 
Councillor  J. Telford,  2 Brickgarth,  Easington  Lane. 

Councillor  A. Grey,  'Elmwood1,  83A  Elemore  Lane, Easington  Lane* 

Rainton  & Moorsley  Ward 

Councillor  J.J. Clough,  11  Mill  Terrace,  East  Rainton. 

Councillor  H.Prest,  17#Moorsley  Road,  Low  Moorsley. 

Councillor  R. Smith,  4 Handley  Crescent,  East  Rainton. 
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HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Area  ~ - 4,551  acres 

Registrar  General *s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid  1961.  - 17520 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1961)  according  • “ 


to  Rate  Books. 

- 5536- 

Rateable .Value 

- . ■ • ■ •- - 

- £120369 

Product  of  a 'penny  rate 

— £444.l6s*3d 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

The  Staff  Consists  of 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  - Dr.  R.C.F. Smith.  Whole  tine 

conjoint  appointment  (see  below.)  Degrees  of  M.D#, 
B.S.,  D.P.H.* 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr.  H.  J.S. Murray.  Holds 

* Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Joint  Examination  Board,  and 
Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods.  Also"  acts  as  Factory  and  Workshops  Inspector 
under  the  -Shops  Act. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr.  J.R.Hall.  Holds  Certificate  of 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Joint  Examination  Board,  and  Certificate  for  the., 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR.  - Mr.  P.W.  Richard  son.  Holds  Testamur 
of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers* 
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The  present  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Houghton-1 e-Spring  and  Washington  Urban  District, 
Sunderland  Rural  District  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
for  Area  No. 5* 


:>1  , Health  Services  Adninistered  by  County  Council 
and  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food • 

The  following  Health  Services  are  adninistered  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


Ambulance  - 
Hone  Nursing 
Prophylactic  measures 
against  smallpox 
Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria 
and  Tuberculosis 


Domestic  Helps 
Health  Visitors 
Child  Welfare  and  Maternity 
School  Medical 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  and 
Handicapped. 


The  County  Council  are  also  responsible  for  the 

administration  of  Part  11  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  1948. 

* 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTORS  are  also  appointed  by  and  work 
under  the  directions  of  the  County  Council. 

• • » . i * ' 

VETERINARY  INSPECTORS  are  fully  qualified  men  appointed  by 
and  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  being  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine 
examinations  of  Milk  producing  animals  throti^hout  the 
county. 
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. ' VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births  aiid  Birth  Rates 


The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the 
Registrar-General  for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during 
1961  was  272  as  compared  with  326  for  I960* 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  is  as  follows  :~ 

Total  Male  Female  ) Birth  Rate  per 
Live  ) Legitimate  264  131  133  ) 1000  of  the  estimated 

Births)  Illegitimate  -8  3 5 ) population  - 15*52 


The  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  in  England  and  Wales 
(live  births)  was  17*4  for  1961. 


In  order  to  compare  the  birth  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General^  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability 
factor  of  L0C2is  used  giving  a birth  rate  for  the  District  of. 
15*33  compared  with  17.4  for  England  and  Wales* 


Still  Births  - During  1961  there  were  7 still  births  in 
the  district. 


Total  Males  Females)  giving  a Rate  of  25*7 
Still  ) Legitimate  7 4 3 ) per  1000  total  (live 

Births  ) Illegitimate  - - — ) and  still)  births 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  is  0*4. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates 


After  correction  for  outward  and  Inward  transfers,  155 
residents,  of  the  District  died,  (86  males  and  69  females). 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and 
inward  transfers  and  including  deaths, ; from  all  causes  and  at 
all  ages  was  8.84  compared  with  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 


i 
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In  order  to  compare  the  death  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General’s  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability 
factor  of  1.32  is  used  giving  a death  rate  for  the  District 
of  11*6  compared  with  11  #3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows s- 


During  1961  there  were  88  deaths  registered  as  having 
occurred  within  the  district,  (52  males  and  37  females).  Of 
these  2 males' 'and'  2 females  did  not  normally  reside  in  the  area 
therefore  50  males  and  35  females  having  their  permanent 
residence  within  the  district  died  therein*  36  males  and  31  . 
females'  whose  permanent  residence  was  within  the  area  died 
outside  it.  The  total  number  of  deaths,  therefore  corrected 
for  outward  and  inward  transfers  is  155?  (69  females  and  86 
males) . 


Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (Corrected  Locally) 

During  1961,  6 children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years, 
or  3*9  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths* 

The  following’ table  shows  : 


1.  Births  (a)  Males  (b)  Females  (c)  Total  Births  (d=)  rate  per  1000 

2.  V ^Deaths  (all  ages)  (a)  Males  (b)  Females  (c)  Total  Deaths 

' t . ' (d)  rate  per  1000 

3*  Total  of  increase  of  population. 


Births 

Deaths 

Total 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

per  1000 

Males 

Female  s 

Total 

Rate 
per  1000 

In- 

crease 

1952 

165 

138 

303 

"16.53 

113 

100 

213 

11.62 

90 

1953 

137 

152  : 

289 

15.7 

114 

105 

219 

11.9 

70 

1954 

167  ! 

• 143 

316 

21  = 67 

118 

110 

228 

12.3 

88 

1955 

16b 

150 

318 

17.25 

109 

79 

18b 

10.2 

130 

1956 

134 

15'o 

292 

15.8 

106 

110 

216 

11.17 

76 

1957 

173 

154 

' 327 

17.7 

89 

85 

174. 

■ 9.4 

153 

1958 

168* 

157 

325 

17.7  ‘ 

112 

84 

195 

10.5 

130 

1959 

160 

155 

323 

17.01 

84 

79 

163 

8*8 

160 

I960 

176 

150 

326 

17.7 

142 

105 

247 

13.3 

79 

1961 

134 

138 

272 

15.52 

86 

69 

155 

8.84 

117 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


There  were  no  deaths  among  women  or  babies  from 
puerperal  sepsis* or  other  puerperal  causes. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

6 children  died  during  1961  before  attaining  the  age  of  one 
year,  3 legitimate  males  and  3 legitimate  females),  ccapared 
with  9 in  I960.  . 

' - * * . . . ■ 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  according  to  the  total  number  of  live  births 
and  legitimacy  for  the  years  1952-1961. 


All  Infants  per  Legitimate  Infants  Illegitimate 


Year 

1000  live  Births 

per  1000  legitimate 

Infants  per  1000 

Live  Biths 

illegimate  live 
births 

1952 

33.0 

33.67 

MK» 

1953 

24.2 

25.08 

- 

1954 

44.3 

45.16 

»K» 

1955 

22.01 

22  c 22 

- 

1956 

37.67 

38.5 

1957 

24.4 

21.9 

125.0 

1958 

15.3 

16.07 

- 

1959 

19.04 

19.5 

I960 

■ 27.6 

28.3 

— 

1961 

22.06  ' 

22  c 6 

- 

Of 

the  6 infants  who 

died  under  one  year  of 

age  the  cause 

of  death  was  in  3 cases  due  to  prematurity,  giving  a percentage 
of  50  due  to  this  cause.  Two  of  the  deaths  under  one  year 
were  due  to  pneumonia.  ' : " ...... 


Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  in 
the  district  was  155*  3.9  per  cent,  of ' the  total  deaths  were  of 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Of  these  under  one  year  , 
of  age  66  per  cent,  wore  under  one  week. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the 
deaths  in  the  various  wards s- 
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..  Table  showing  deaths  from  Chief  Infectious  Diseases 


[ Year 
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All  Causes 
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rd 
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O .p 
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Ph  P 
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Eh  Ph 

Smallpox 

Measles 

1952 
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9am 
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= 

j 1953 
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- ! 

1 1954 
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— 

mm 

\ 1955 
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— 

i 

1 1956 

216 

| 

I 1957 
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i 1958 

195 
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! 1959 
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155 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1961. 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female 


4< 

5« 

6. 

7, 

6, 

9< 


» i » 


ft  • • 


ft  • • 


• # ft 


ft  ft  # 


# • • 


• • # 


• • • 


• * ft 


• • 


«•  # 

ft  # ft 

ft  ft  9 

ft  ft  O 

ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


• ft  c 


ft  O ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


• ft  ft 


• ft  ft 


• ft  ft 


ft  • 


ft  ft 


* ft  * 


ft  ft  ft 


• ft  ft 


All  Causes 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 . Tub er cul o s i s , .other 
3 8 Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  & * • 

Whooping  Cough  » • . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  • ••  • 

Other  infective  and  parasitis  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung  bronchus  ... 
12 o Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms* 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaenia 
16.  Diabetes  * • . . * . 

17 o Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ., 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  ' 

23*  Pneumonia 
24.  Bronchitis 

23*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
26o  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

27.  Basritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31®  Congenital  malformations.  ...  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
33*  Mdtor  vehicle  accidents 
34 0 All  other  accidents  ... 

36o  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


There  were  no  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  or  non~ 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1961. 
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Heart  Diseases 

, y ' * 

(•:  •• 

Heart  Diseases  being  inclusive  of  Coronary  Disease  * Angina, 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  and  other  Heart  Diseases  * account 
for  44  deaths  (27  males  and  17  females).  This  is  equivalent  to 
28.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality  rate  of  2.5 
per  1,000  population. 
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Vascular  Lesiona  of  the  Nervous  System 

In  addtion  to  the  above  deaths  a farther  25  (13  males 
and  12  females)  were  due  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System , the  majority  being  due  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  these  two  groups  has  decreased , 
the  two  groups  accounting  for  the  deaths  of  69  persons  (40 
males  and  29  females)  as  against  a total  of  128  persons  in  I960. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Coronary  Disease, 

Angina 

19 

13 

32 

Hypertension  with 

Heart  Disease 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

8 

2 

10 

Vascular  Lesions 

of  Nervous  System 

13 

12 

23 

40 

29 

69 

This  is  equivalent (taking  the  groups  together)  of  44.5 
per  cento  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality  rate  of  3*9  per 
1000  population. 

Cancer 

26  deaths  - (17  males  and  11  females),  were  due  to  cancer. 
This  is  equivalent  to  18  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  or  a 
mortality  ra*'  j of  1.5  per  1000  population. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths due  to  VLNS 
and  CDA  and  Cancer  in  the  District,  and  , the  death  rates  from 
these  diseases  in  the  years  1952-1961*  • ..,..,1 


Number  of  Deaths  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 


Year 

All 

Causes 

Cancer 

VLNS  & CDA 

All 

Causes 

Cancer 

*VLN  & CM. 

1952 

213 

29 

99 

11 « 62 

1.56 

5.4 

1953 

219 

39 

105 

11.9 

2.12 

5.7 

1954 

228 

39 

116 

12.3 

2.11 

6.2 

1955 

188 

40 

86 

10.2 

2.16 

4.6 

1956 

216 

30 

111 

11. 17 

1.62 

6.02 

1957 

174 

33 

71 

9.4 

1.79 

3.85 

1958 

195 

44 

102 

10.5 

2.38 

5.4 

1959 

163 

36 

78 

8.8 

1.94 

4.2 

1960 

247 

35 

128 

13.3 

1.8 

6.8 

1961 

155 

28 

69 

8.64 

1.5 

3.9 

*w.'vi  - i.'.i  i.ii. ■i'.iiIi  m-uMi' 
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NOTE  - VLNSs  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  and 

CDA:  Coronary  Disease,  Angina, Hypertension  with 

Heart  Disease  and  Other  Heart  Disease. 


The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  those  who  have  died  during  1961  from  cancer 
as  compiled  from  local  returns* 


Site 

i 

Males  - Ages 

Eemales  - Ages 

Stomach 

46,56,65,66,77 

70,83 

Uterus 

Breast 

Gall  Bladder 

Tongue 

56,60 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

75,76,81 

Liver 

42 

Prostate 

6d,83 

Bladder  " ‘ 

49 

Bowel 

54,57,64,57,72,72, 

76 

50,72,86 

Mouth 

80 

71,71 

Prevalence  o*f,  and  Control  over  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 


During  the  year  1961,  some  510  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  including  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified 
as  occurring  in  the  district*  There  were  473  cases  of  measles 
and  10  cases  of  whooping  cough,  as  compared  with  4 measles 
and  89  whooping  cough  in  I960* 

School  Notification  of  Disease 

i ■1101  I mill  I . . Ij  IIIMaMRMMM* 

No 'cases  of  any  notifiable  disease  were  notified  from 

the  schools* 

* > 
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Comparison  of  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  decade  1952-1961 


Disease 

1952 1 

1953  11954; 

j 

1955 

1966  1957 

j 

1958  1959 

I960 

1961  j 

^Scarlet  Fever 

23! 

15 

7‘ 

2 

5 

1 

17 

8 

3 

9 

Diphtheria 

2 

»*• 

ij 

1 

1 

- 1 

- 

^Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ij 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

M 

- 

i 

Pnuemonia 

60 

67 

28 

11 

25 

27 

10 

20 

16 

12  ! 

'Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2: 

1 

am* 

1 

- 

2 1 

IPuLaonary  )Male 

7 j 

6 

6 

6 

2 

4 

5 : 

7 

4 

3 

J Tuberculosis ) Female 

3 

7 

7 

5 

7 

6 

4 : 

2 

* 4 

1 i 

}Non-Pulnonary)Male 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

*■* 

aw* 

S 

f 

^Tuberculosis  ) Female  .. 

( ! Ophthalm ia  Neonatorum 

2 

■ 

2 

i 

1 

3 

i * 

. | 

i 

3 

1 

1 

{ 

} 

i 

BlMeningocaoccal  Infection  2 

W* 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

• • ? 

- | 

p Typhoid  Fever 

- 

*”  I 

- 

- 

i 

j Small  Pox 

ll 

- 

i 

•S—* 

? 

*UV  .L 

. 

j 

*m» 

(iDysen-t  ory  - 

- 

> 

| 

V 

- 

f 

*=*»..  ; 

i 

| Measles 

62 

.262 

5 

509 

4; 

241 

7 

189 

4 

473 1 

1 Who  oping  Cough 

52 

81 

27 

106 

33 

64 

3 

29 

. 89 

10 1 

( Paratyphoid  Fever 

kat 

1 

M* 

— ■ 

- 

i • i 

I 

- 

r 

tmm 

i 

1. Ac . Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

|Ac*  Poliomyelitis 

IM 

2 

2! 

1 

1 

9 -1 

)lAc*  Polio-Encephalitis 

*** 

- 

i 

- 

- i 

- 

JFood  Poisoning 

- 

— 

«■ 

— f. 

— 

- 

— j 

s]  Malaria 

— 

i 

| 

: 

— 

j. 

— 

— * 

, 

j 

• 1 ■ .‘r 

Totals 

236 

444 

87 

644 

*’  * i 

81 

U56_ 

j 

„49: 

258 

l 

122 

i 

510  ; 

^Tuberculosis 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  1961 ? under  the  Public 
feealth  Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925 (relating 
jcto  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed ' in  the 
Ipilk  trade) , or  Section  172  of  the.  public  Health  Act,  1936, (relating 
j:to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  - 
(tuberculosis)* 
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The  following  table  oonpilod  from  local  statistics  shows 
the  various  ago  periods  for  males  and  females,  at  which  new 
cases  were  notified  and  when  death  occurred. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

’ Non- 

j 

: PuL: 

lonary 

Non. 

r 

i 

PuLmone 

try 

Pulmonary 

! 

< M « 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  ^ 

M.  F 

Under  1 

•mm 

- 

i • ■ 

mm  - 

i 

•m  ►** 

; 1 - .2  

\ 

mm 

j 

[ 

- 

- 

; 2 -..3  .. 

: 

1 

1 

3-4 

■=»  I 

Vi' 

- 

: 

t 

wrm  . , 

4 - .5  . : 

< ^ 

* ' - 

NN» 

- 

- 

ea 

5-10 

1 

x=m 

- 

— 

1 

ON 

10  - 15 

- > 

tom 

— 

j 

— - 

15  - 25 

1 

- 

NO 

— 

era.  M 

<25  - .35 

; is»« 

- / j 

- 

< 

i 

*y*, 

i 

- 

\ 

- “ 

f 

<35  - 45  .■ 

- 

1 

i 

- 

— i 

- 

1.45  - 65 

2 

team 

• ' > 

- 

■ 

C ca 

1 6 5 and  over 

i-  ^ “ ■ - ■ , 

i j 

— . j 

. » .i 

i 

NO 

j 

1 

msm  trs» 

; Totals  ! 

3 .. 

i 

~ .... 

mm 

■ 

5 

- 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  notifications  of 
PuLeonary .Tuberculosis  and  Non-Pulmonary  Ruber culo sis  according 
to  sex  for  the  j/~ears.  1951-60  inclusive. 


Pulmonary.  . j Non-Pulmonary  Total 


leaf 

Tub 

erculo 

sis 

Tub 

erculosis 

All  Forms! 

i'M. 

F.  I. 

.Total  : 

M. 

.F. 

Total 

I 

1952 

7 

3 i 

10 

1 

2 

3 

13  ! 

1953 

6 • 

7 

13  i ' ' 

- 

2 

| 2 

15  i 

1954  < 

i ? 

7 f 

14 

- \ 

, - 

: • ' 

14  1 

1955 

/. 

0 

5 1 

11 

1 

2 

13  ! 

1956 

1 2 

7 i 

9 ! 

- 

3 

I 3 

12 

1957 

1 4 

6 ' 

10 

3 

3 

13  i 

1958 

| 5 

4 .! 

9 . j 

i 

2 

3 

12  1 

1959 

17 

2 ■! 

9 .>'< 

- 

} 

!- 

9 i 

I960 

! 5 

■ 4 

9 

— 

— 

9 

1961 

3 

1 

4 

- 

.. 

4 • 

r 15  - 


Occupation 


Of  those  suffering , from  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 was  a 
Butcher , 1 Housewife  and  2 Occupation  unknown. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

Hetton 


School 

Eppleton  Mod. 
Hetton  Lyons 
Easington  Lane  Mod. 
East  Rainton 
Moorsley 


TOTAL 


Consent  i 


Skin 

Tested 


1961 

• Positive  | Negative)  Absent 


65 

63 

9 ! 53 

69 

65 

6 ! 54 

58 

56 

-5  1 50 

22 

19 

4 j 14 

5 

4 

1 |-3 

§ 

219 

207 

25  ! 174 

8 


<4  • 


1 — I *>T\  t — i I — I 


p 


-LO 


The  following 
house 


are 


particulars  of  the  number  and  type 


of 


s 


provided 


by  the  Council  in  pre-war  and  post  war  periods* 


The.  number  of  types  of  Pro- 

-war 

are  a 

,s  follows 

O ^ 

• 

Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

A 4 

B 3 

Total 

Brooohill 

100  ■ 

“-30 

- 

- 

- 

130 

Eppleton 

10 

22... 

2 

34. 

Hetton 

tw* 

135 

180 

- 

315 

Peat  Carr 

mm 

167 

57 

14 

238 

Easington  Lane  (Old  Site) 

Y - 

29 

154- 

— 

36 

219 

Prospect 

.20 

63 

25 

9 

- 

117 

East  Ra inton 

• 4 

152 

57 

5 . 

- 

218 

Moorsley 

12 

- 

- 

- 

— 

12 

Springwell  Terrace 

- 

24 

12 

- 

- 

36 

Mill  Terrace 

mm 

8 

4 

- 

- 

12 

136" 

618 

i i ! 
iH ; 

1 

30 

36 

1331 

Houses  completed  betw 

een  the  end  of 

the  War  and 

the  31st 

December,  1961. 

Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

A 4 

Sp.6  BR.  Total 

Caroline  Street 

- 

10 

tarn 

— 

10 

Pemberton  & Richard  St. 

16 

- 

mam 

— 

— 

16 

Peat  Carr 

«. 

54 

70 

2 

- 

126 

The  Lawns, Eas. Lane 

24 

- 

- 

— 

— 

24 

Prospect 

2 

59 

96 

8 

- 

165 

Moorsley 

18 

32 

56 

4 

- 

no 

Moorsley  (55  houses) 

12 

34 

9 

- 

- 

55 

Low  Downs 

36 

36 

4 

— 

76 

Gargles  Farm  Estate 

5b 

124 

80 

6 

1 

269 

Brickgarth 

24 

58 

31 

- 

rnmm 

113 

Mur ton  Lane 

4 

6 

*** 

— 

— 

10 

Mill  Terrace 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

East  Ra inton 

12 

2 

— 

- 

14 

Shaws  Row 

4 

18 

10 

— 

on 

32 

Derwent  Street 

10 

39 

14 

— 

63 

Hetton  House  Grounds 

mmt 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Moorsley 

- 

11 

3 

- 

— 

14 

Propped 

2 

turn 

— 

- 

~ 

2 

.High  Street 

20 

26 

5 

- 

- 

51 

George  Street 

mm 

22 

15 

— 

— 

37 

Barnard  Park 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Lindsay  Street 

- 

14 

. ...  .4u 

18 

202 

557 

I 

U) 

r 

24 

1 

1216 

CASES  CF  IMFECTICTB  DISEA3ES ^DURING JL960^  - ^SHOWING  AGE  INCIDENCE  AMD  DISTRIBUTION 
Number  of  Coses  Notified  1 


At  Ages  - Years 


Total  number  of  cases 
notified  in  each  Ward  I 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASE 


u 

(!) 


Scarlet  Fever 


02 

I 


H 1 


I 

02  * 


I 


in 

If 


1 

in 


Diphtheria 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Pneumonia 


Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  ) Female 


' 1 T 

: Tuberculosis ) Male 


2 2 i 4 


H i 

i 

I 

O I 

rH 


O 

cv 

I 

in 


1 Non-Pulmonary  ) Female 

I 1 

I Tuberculosis  ) Male 


Meningococcal  Infection 
: Sunil  Pox 


{ Dysentery 
! Measles 
: Whooping  Cough 


! 

i 

~r 

> 


14 

1 


Para-typhoid  Fever 
Acute  Encephalitis 


; Acute  Poliomyelitis 


+ AbP-te  Polio-Encephalitis 
1 i Totals 


16 


5 ! 


in 

ra 


o 

02 


in 


in 

co 


in 

vO 


m 


CD  ; 
eg  ; 

m i 
vO  S 


P3 

■=4 


Cl 

O 

-P 

-P 

(!) 

tU 


i 

Q 

Cl 

O 

s 

5§ 


: § : 

■&S 

! Rj  . 

i 'Hi-); 
! t a 
'[  CO 


o, 

!>j-p! 

3.9 

ra  cOi 

o 

.Q  I 


2!  2 


j 12 

I 2 


2 


60  58  71  65 ; 204  1 


2 1-  £ 


4 


j 

— -»4— — ■ 


b 


CQ 

XI 

-P 

(0 

0) 

« 


Ti 

0) 

1 

O 

m 

0) 

ra 

cO 

o 


<r: 

-p  ■ 
•H 

Oh 
ra ! 
o t 

«j 
o i 
■pf 


o 

8 g 

i— I *H 

. -P 

Ct  c0 
O i — I 

On 

• o 

O Oh 


.51 


7 

2 

1 


473 


10 


-4 

| 1 


12 

2 

1 

3 


- — L. 


4 


'~T 

| 

i 


61.  65  .74  69  213  • l i ' 1 


102 

4 


222 


! 


-Z__51QJ._120 .132. 


212  36 


*68 

.11 

.05 

.16 


~f — 


473 


1 3 


10 


27 


-217a 


-41 


.56 


-510- 


0 1\ 


-29*4— 


5 ' 


Houses  completed  during  1961 


o 


Site 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

Total 

High  Street 

6 

2 

8 

Lindsay  Street 

- 

14 

4 

18 

Derwent  Street 

Imt 

10 

1 

11 

* 

6 

26 

5 

37 

'•:i  f '>  » • •-  • * • 

»m»  « me  *=*•  R»  fc=»  k«  •»  rra  »» 

1*  Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1961  t- 


! New  Houses  Completed 

during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

* 

? 

Total  j 

I 

[ 

f 

(a)  By  Local  .Authority 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

37 

mm 

37  ! 

{ | 

Authority 

am* 

. 

. , 

! 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  . 

19 

19  i 

. .. 

a 

Total  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 5447 
2.  CLOSING  AI'ID  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 

A*  Formal  notion 

(i)  No,  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a 

result  of  Clearance)  "Schemes  '"or  other  formal  13 
action. 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a 

result  of  formal  action,  ' ^ 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and 

individual  unfit  houses  demolition  of  151 

which  temporarily  postponed", 

(iv)  No,  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  - 


o i • 
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B*  Informal  Action 

(i)  Mo*  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 
as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not  included 
ahove  * • • * * * *••  * • » » « « *•«  *"* 

RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR 

3®  No*  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure 

under  Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation) 
or  public  Health  Acts t 


(a) 

As 

a result  of  informal  action  • ••• 

(b) 

By 

owners  as  a result  of  statutoty  notice  * . • 

(c) 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  •*• 

4. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  : HOUSING  ACTS  1949/61 

No*  of  separate  houses 


Discretionary 

Grant 

Standard 

Grant 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to 

Local  Authority*  ...  *•.  35 

10 

(b)  Applications  rejected  by 

Local  Authority*  

- 

(c$  Total  No.  of  applications 
approved  since  inception 
of  scheme  195 

< 

19  * 

(d)  Total  No*  of  grants  paid 

since  inception  of  scheme  *,  184 

16/  : 
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GENERAL  SUl'MARY 

. ‘ 

, . . 

f - ' . . - ■ » - : • : 

* 

| 

t 

No*  of 
Inspect- 
ions 

I 

r 

No*  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

* 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Legal 
Proc- 
eeding 
& Gen* 
Remarkl 

Housing  s 

11  * ! 

r— 

Public  Health  and 

I 

j 

Housing  Acts  ...  pi. . . 

263  : 

47 

. - 

43  i 

Overcrowding  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Sanitary  Conveniences  i 

■ ' ' _ ... 

.,1 

- Insufficient  ...  ... 

p. 

1 

OMO 

mm 

! 

Defective  ...  ... 

42 

35  r 

rnm 

35 

/'  :r.‘ 

Drainage  ...  ... 

141  ’ 

11 

- 

11 

.. 

• 

Water  Supply  

208 

3 

mm 

3 1 

Food  Premises  ;. . . ••• 

298 

9 

— 

■ 8 ! 

Shops  Act  

55 

- 

• 

M 

' t 

Slaughterhouses  : 

* 

■ - 

Public  .....  ... 

~ ■ 

— 

. 

Pr lva  be  * • # . . 

276 

11 

. 

10 

i • v 

Tents^Vans,  Etc.  ... 

37 

5 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . .. 

4TW 

- 

Factories  & Workplaces 

52  v 

3 

mm 

3 

Keeping  of  Animals 

'6 

2 

' 

2 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 

■ 

. 

Receptacles  ... 

133 

102 

102 

Offensive  accumulations 

16 

5 

: 5 

Sm  oke  FTuis ance  s • • • 

14 

1 

i • ■ 

1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

* 

' 

... 

: - 1 " 

Pests  Act ? 1949  *.. 

496 

1,2  ' 

i 

2 

. r ■* 

Total 

2038 

236 



: 

!•  "6  ::  ' 

.225 

- 

Ashpits  converted  into  Water  closet  . * . « . • 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  ... 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  ...  r , 5900 
Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  ...  - 119 

""total  number  of  ashpit  privies  in  District...  17 

• : i * i ‘ ■ 


I 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supply  Every  dwellinghouse  in  the  district  is  supplied  with 
water  direct  from  the  mains,  the  supply  tap  being  within  the  dwelling- 
house/  and  almost  invariably  over  a scullery  sink.  Throughout  the 
«■  year  the  supply  was  consistently  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  major  part  of  the  distinct  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company,  from  water  fed  .from  a storage  reservoir 
at  Eppleton  Colliery.  This  water  is  pumped  from  the  Colliery  workings 
and  is  found  to  be  consistently  pure,  but  very  hard,  at  the  source. 

It  is  treated  by  the  chloramine  method  before  distribution,  and  serves 
the  Hetton  Downs  and  a large  part  of  the  Hetton  Ward,  being  supplemented 
by  a softer  water  from  the  Company1  s trunk  mains  to  serve  the  remaining 
portions  of  the  district.  The  reservoir  at  Eppleton* is  uncovered,  but 
less  susceptible  to- contamination  than  it  used'  to  be,  the  Company,  do 
however,  propose  to- cover  this,  reservoir.  . • * * 

S'  v • v v *•  ■« 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  supply  East'  and  Middle  Rainton 
district  direct,  the' water  being  soft.  The  Board  maintained  a 
satisfactory  supply  throughout  the  year,  which  was  unaffected  by  any 
rationing  scheme  due  to  drought. 

The,  Moorsley  area  was  supplied  during  the  year  under  review 
by  spring  water,  which  was  gathered  in;~a  reservoir  at  Low  Moorsley, 
pumped  to  a storage -tank  at  High  Moorsley,  and  from  there  gravitating, 
through  the  mains.  -This  water  was  reasonably  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity,  but  tended  to  be  susceptible  to  temporary 
variations"  in  quality  after  heavy  rainfall.  The  ‘reservoir  and 
storage  tank,  which -were  both  .uncovered,  • required  frequent  cleaning 
during  the  summer  months.  Extensions  to  the  Water  Company’s  mains 
have  gradually  supplanted  this  supply,  and  by  the  end  of'  1961  it 
was  virtually  disused. 


a 
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.The  variations  in  the  characteristics  of  the  waters 
distributed  could  present  difficulties  in  plumbing  technique,  but 
both  the  Durham  Board  and'  the  Sunderland  Company  deal  with  these 
adequately  under  their  Regulations,  and  for  many  years,  owing  to 
the  extreme  hardness  of  the  Eppleton  Water,  it  has  been  standard 
practice,  when  installing  hot-water  systems,  to  use  the  indirect 
method,  incorporating  a calorifier  type  tank. 

! if 

The  Health  Department  take  weekly  samples  from  Gach  supply, 
and  these  are < submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Sunderland, 
for  bacteriological  examination.  They  are  examined  free  of  1 

charge,  and  again  tributes  must  be, paid  to  the  ready  co-operation 
and  advice  afforded  at  all  times  by  Dr.  Crone,  the  Principal  of 
the ^Laboratory.  The  Department  is f also  indebted  to  both  the 
Sunderland  Company  and  the  Durham  Board  for  their  prompt  action 
whenever  defects  in  the  respective  supplies  have  been  reported 
to  them.  During  vtjie  year  under  review  208  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  of  these  only  5 were  sub- 
standard, none  to  a marked  degree*  The  unsatisfactory  samples 
originated  principally  from  the  Eppleton  and  Moors ley  Waters,  and 
invariably,  after  flushing  of  the  affected  mains,  the  contamin- 
ation disappeared. 


No  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  by  the  Health 
Department  during  1961,  but  the  widely  differing  characteristics 
of  the  waters  is  made  evident  by  the  following  table,  which  shows 
the  results  of  a typical  chemical  analysis  from  each  supply,  „ 
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; ! Sunderland  Durham 

Eppletbn  _ >.j.  0 "g  ( and  South  County- 
Water  * * Shields  {Water 

1 _ (Water  Co#  . f Board . 

L-  Parts  per  Million  . i . , 

3 . x ‘ • i r ■ ' i 1 ■ ) 


Total  Solids  dried  at 

..  |- ; 

1 

.J 

ISO0  c. 

j ' 

1010 

-4 

660  ! 

• 490 

1 

115 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

| 

62.1 

1 

42.6 

23.6 

|* 

10.7 

Free..  Ammonia  .»•  4 

1 

Trace 

Trace 

0.04 

j 

None 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

•'§ 

Trace 

Trace. 

Trace 

4 

0.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

i 

6.00 

(i 

6.00  ! .. 

1 0.30 

* *i  ■ 

0.40 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  ■ 

I 

| " 

1 •■§ 

-• 

= 

• tv  - - • 1 

hours  at . 80°F. ) 

eil. 

1.2  I 

2.8 

\; 

. 2.7 

Total  hardness 

610 

. | 

339 

231 v • ; 

' | 

76 

P e rm an en t Ha r dn e s s 

| 

' 345 

} * 

212 

None 

| 

35 

T empor ary  Hardness 

; • 

•.-265 

' ? 

177'  j 

. .231 

| 

41 

Lead  & Copper  : 

1 

None  •' 

None  ■ ;l 

.None 

■ : 

None 

Iron  ; 

None 

| 

0.1  j 

None  . 

1 

None  , 

Appearance  and  colour  i: 

: 1 " 

■ Clear 

1 

Clear  &' 

Clear  & 

: 

Clear  ;& 

| * j 

almost.  : 

' | 

' almost  j . 

almost. 

| 

almost : 

• 

colour- 

! ‘ 

colour-j 

colour- 

colour- 

j 

less 

| 

less 

less 

1 • 

less 

Smell  & Taste 

j 

Sat. 

Sat.  1 

Sat. 

i. 

Sat. 

Microscopical 

■ ••• 

T 

■ 1 

i 

examination  of  deposit' 

■ Sat. 

Sat.  .fl 

Sat. 

J •. 

S at . 

pH.  Value  ■ ;•  t 

| ■ 

7.4 

| . 

,7.5  4 

7,0 

j 

7.3 

Drainage  and  severage;  The  Urban  area  is  very  adequately  sewered, 
the  sewers,  with  one  exception,  draining  to  .an  outfall  at  the  Council’s 
Glebe  Sewerage  Works  at  Rainton  Bridge,  which  were  constructed  in 
1936-7  and  function  satisfactorily.  The  few  remaining  houses  in  the 
village  of  Middle  Rainton,  where  the  majority  of  the  dwellings  were 
dealt  with  by  Slum  Clearance  action  so  long  ago  as  1937,  are  served 
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by  a sewer  in  poor  condition,  which  eventually  discharges  into  an 
open  ditch. 

The  hamlet  has  a very  restricted  lease  of  life,  and  there  is 
no  prospect  of  any  re-development  on  the  site*  Regular  .inspections, 
are  made,  and  in  fact,  very  little  nuisance  arises  from  the 
system# 

J ’ V • 

Private  and  Council  housing  developments  in  the  district 
necessitated  extensions  to  soil  and  surface  water  sewers,  with, 
in  addition  a considerable  amount  of  new  drainage  work.  The 
latter,  with  the  exception  of  installations  on  the  Councils 
Housing  sites,  was  subject  to  examination  and  testing  by  the 
Health  Department,  as  also  was  the  3sarge  amount  of  drainage  and 
plumbing  alterations  and  extensions  carried  out  to  private 
houses  in  connection  with  improvements  under  standard  and 
concessionary  grants* 

g 

.«  • • 1 

During  the.  year  under  review  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
46  informal  notices  requiring  the  repair  of  defect  in  house  drains 
it  was  not  necessary,  however,  in  any  case  to  follow  up  the 
informal  notices  by  statutory  action. 

Sanitary  accommodation  At  the  end  of  1961,  dwellinghouses  * 
and  premises  in  the' Urban  District  were  equipped  with  sanitary 
conveniences  of  the  following  types,  viz 


Water  Closets.. 5900 

Ash-Closets. • 119 

Ash-pit  privies..  17 

Chemical  Closets . .... 3 


These  figures  have  varied  little  in  recent  years, although 
the  work  done  to  houses  under  improvement  grants,  has  resulted 
in  many  dwellings  having  an  additional  water-closet  inside.  The 
progress  of  slum  clearance  has  resulted  in  the  number  of  houses 


served  by  ash-closets  and  privies  being  reduced  as  demolition 
work  proceeds,  as  those  listed  above  serve  houses  which  are 
already  subject  to  Orders,  or  scheduled: for  clearance  in  the  near 
future#  o . 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection;  This  service  is  carried  out  by 
direst  labour  under  the  control  of  the.; Health  Department,  four 
side  loading,  and  tipping  lorries,  with  drivers,  and  eight 
fillers  being  employed  on  the  work,  the  fillers  being  implemented 
by  two  additional  men  during  the  three  heaviest  months  of  the 
winter  period#  An  additional  lorry  and  driver  are  engaged  part- 
time  on  the  collection  of  salvage  and  trade,  refuse,  the  materials 
being  collected  mainly  from  business  premises,  collection  being 
subject  to  ki  charge.  The  driver  also  sort's  and  bales  the 
materials  collected,  and  this  is  subsequently  marketed# 

, 1 ....  * 

All  refuse  is  disposed,  of  by  tipping,  and  whilst  it  is 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient:  quantities  of  soil 
to  exercise  full  control,  the  regular  use  of  a tractor  to  scrape 
and "level  off  the  tip  surface  is  found  to  be  effective,  labour 
saving,  and  expedites  the  consolidation  of  the  tip#  A man  is 
also  employed  part-time , to,  -gather  waste;' paper  and  cartons  as 
they  are  tipped,  and  these  are  b run  eel  on  the  site,  by  these 
means  it  has  been  possible  to^keep.the  tips  tidy  and  nuisance 
free*  Puthermore,  the  tips  in  use  in  recent  years  have,  with 
one  exception  all  been  part  of  works  of  reclamation  of  land 
either  for  agricultural  or  recreational  use*  with  the  result  that 
rapid  restoration  to  normal; use  takes  place# 

i <\  ■ 

The  tips  in  use  during  the  year  were  .situated  at  Elemore 
Woods,  where  a disused  quarry  was,  being  filled  at  the  request  of 
the  National  Coal  Board- to  give  support  to.,  faults  in  the  quarry 
wall  which  had  developed  as  the  result  of.  lend  subsidence# 
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This  tip,  which  had  absorbed  a vast  tonnage  of  refuse,  was 
completed  during  the  year,  and  received  a final  scraping  and 
levelling  in  the  late  summer  before  handing  back  to  the  owners. 

The  Hazard  Colliery  Tip -has  been  in  use  for  over  20  years,  and 
is  the  only  one  leased  by  the  Council.  It  is  sited  amongst 
existing  colliery  waste  heaps  which  would  require  levelling 
before  complete  reclamation  could  take  place,  but  where  refuse 
tipping  has  taken  place,  a considerable  area  has  been  levelled 
and  could  be  restored  to  cultivation.  A good  amount  of  levelling 
and  ditching  work  was  done  at  this  tip  during  the ' year,  but  the 
site  is  very  prone  to  be  the  victim  of  promiscuous  tipping  by 
builders,  and  much  of  this  work  is  wasted.  Widespread  demolition 
work,  house  building,  and  road  works,  have  resulted  for  years  in 
vast  amounts  of  materials  being  dumped,  generally  in  an 
indiscriminate  and  untidy  fashion,  on  this  tip,  as  naturally 
farmers  will  not  tolerate  rubbish  of  this  nature  on  land  which  is 
being  reclaimed  for  tillage0  It  is  appreciated  that  the 
provision  of  some  tipping  space  for  this  type  of  rubbish  is  a 
necessity,  and  therefore  a restricted  area  of  the  tip  is 
reserved  for  this  purpose,  a nominal  charge  being  made  for  each 
load  of  rubbish  dumped.  The  scheme  is  only  moderately  successful, 
it  being  obvious  that  short  of  complete  and  secure  enclosure  of 
tipping  sites,  and  round  the  clock  supervision,  indiscriminate 
tipping- will  persist.  \l“\ 

The--  Murtotr  Bead*  tipv  aims'  at  reclaiming  an  area  of  barren 
scrub  land  for  agriculture,  and  this  is  being  successfully 
achieved.  This  tip  is  adjacent  to  a main  road,  and  Is  therefore 
kept  under  constant  observation  to  obviate  nuisance  from  blown 
paper  and  fire,  and  little  trouble  is  experienced  in  this  respect* 

Negotiations  were  successfully  completed  during  the  year 
with  the  County  Council  for  the  in- filling  of  a field  adjacent 
to  a Secondary  Modern  School  to ''form  a playing  field*  The  top 
soil  was  stripped  off  and  turned  back  to  a considerable  de£>th, 
and  filling' commenced  at  the  end  of  the  37- ear  under  review* 
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This  tip  should  last  for  over  a year,  despite  the  fact  refuse  is 
being  concentrated,  on  it  from  over  a large  part  of  the  area  in 
order  to  obtain  rapid  completion  of  the  site. 

■* 

The  tips  are  all  situated  within  short  distances  of  the 
centres  of  population, . making -it  possible  to  employ  a relay 
system  . for  refuse  collection,  the  lorries  operating  a shuttle 
service  to  and  from  the  tip,  keeping  the  fillers  constantly 
employed,  and  avoiding  time  being  wasted  in  trimming  loads, 
which  only  results  in  vehicles  being  overloaded*  In  a few 
scattered  areas ; however,  it  still  is  advisable  to  split  up  the 
teams,  and  revert  to  the  slower  method  of  working. 

A 24n  xL8n  ash-bin  is  in  general  use  throughout  the  area, 
and  these  are  cleared  once  weekly*  This  stanardisation  has 
been  made  possible  owing  to  the  scheme  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  many  years  for  the  renewal  of  defective  bibs.  The  collectors 
report  daily  on  the  situation  of  worn  out  tins*  The  landlord  is 
notified,  and, given  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a replacement  at 
reasonable  cost,  and  as  a result  very  few  dilapidated  bins  are 
to  be  seen.  The .number  of  bins  supplid  during  the  year  under  the 
scheme,  to* . privately  owned  houses  only,  was  59,  and  the  average 
re-sale  price  of  these  was  25/-,  These  bins  are'  the  largest  size 
normally  obtainable,  yet  it  is  found  in  some  cases  to  be 
inadequate  for  the  storage  of  a weekrs  refuse*  Sub- tenancies 
mainly  account  for  this,  but;  whereas  the  improvement  and 
modernisation:  of  heating  appliances  has  resulted  in  an  appreciable 
drop  in -the  ash-content  of  the  refuse,  it  is  tending  to  become 
more  bulky,  owing;  to  the  considerable  increase  in  tins,  wrappings 
and  cartons,  which  few  householders  take  the  small  trouble  to 
compact  before  depositing; in  the  bin.  The;  concessionary1 coal 
issued, *to:  miners- has  improved- greatly  in  quality  in  recent  years, 
and  little  trouble  is  now. experienced  in  dealing  with  the  stone 
content*  This  was in.  the  past,  and  in  a few  cases  still  is, 
picked  out, , and  deposited,  on  the  adjacent  street  when  loads  of  coal 
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were  delivered.  The  amount  of  stone  left  lying  ‘about-  in  this  way 
has  gradually  diminished,  and  although  it  cannot  be  regarded  as 
household  refuse,  if  the  householder  places  it  in  reasonable 
quantities  in  the  bin,  it  is  invariably  collected.  Almost  all  the 
business  premises  of  any  size  in  the  district  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  scheme  for  the  collection  of  trade : refuse®  This  is 
collected  separately,  subject  to  a nominal  charge,  and  as  this 
refuse  consists  mainly  of  cartons  and  wrapping  paper,  it  is  sorted 
and  baled,  and  sold  to  the  paper  mills e • H aving : regard ? to.  the e • 
glut  in  the  waste  paper  market,  which  has  resulted  in  a steadily 
diminishing  market  price,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  handling 
involved  is  an  economic  project,  but  the  income  derived  from 
trade  waste  collections  helps  in  adjusting  the  balance.  During 
1961,13  tons  6 cwts  2 qrs<>  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  were 
disposed  of  in  this  way,;  from  which-  an  income,  of  £125«19s#l0d 
was  derived. 

Each  driver  is  responsible  for  the  daily  recording  of' the 
number  of  loads  collected  by  :his  vehicle,  it  not  being  possible 
to  wiegh  loads  owing  to  the  complete  lack  of  weighbridge 
facilities  in  the  area.  During,  the  year  under  review  the  teams 
dealt  with  an  average  weekly  total. of  114, 35  loads,  with  an 
estimated  total  tonnage  of  14,865,  or  approximately  2. 5 tons  per 
house  per  annual,-  the  work  involving  the  weekly  clearance  of  5973 
premises,  a large  number  of  which  had  multiple  bins  installed.  The 
approximate  cost  per  house  per.  annum  was  £2012,  ■ :.:;1  f 

THE  SHOPS  ACT : • The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  also  acts  as 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts,  and  business  premises  were 
frequently  visited  and  inspected  during  1961. 


With  the  advent  of  the  super  market  type  of  service,  and  general 
modernisation  schemes,  conditions  in  the  shops  have  vastly  improved 
during  recent  years,  a number  of  shops  being  completely  re-fitted, 

and  one  new  shop  built  during  the  year  under  review*  The  comprehensive 

modernisation  of  slaughterhouses  also  brought  about  a big  improvement 
in  the  amenities  of  the . butcher !s  shops,  the  opportunity  being  seized 
to  obtain  better  sanitary  accomodation,  clothes  changing  rooms  etc* 

Throughput  the  district  the.  shops  are  generally  equipped  with 
adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  and  space  heating  and  washing  facilitie 

for  their  staffs,  and  all  the  larger  premises  have  provided  rest  rooms* 

•>  , ' , ’ 

There  still  remains  five  small  lock-up’  shops  were  space  is  too 
restricted  to’  provide  sanitary  accommodation,  three  being  in  Easing ton 
Lane,  and  two  in  Hetton*  Facilities  are  available  within  a reasonable 
distance,  however,  and  exemption  certificates  are  in  force  with  respect 
to  these  premises,  which  are,  in  any  case  provided  with  hot  water  supply 
and  washing  facilities* 

No  difficulty  is  found  in  the  enforcement  of  Closing  hours,  the 
majority  of  shop-keepers : maintaining  far  shorter  opening  hours  than 
those.,  required  by  the  Act,  and  n.o,  complaints  were  received  regarding 
the  hours  worked  by  shop  assistants.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to 
keep  the  position  of  Sunday  Trading  under  constant  observation, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  small  general  shops  who  have,  almost 
without  exception,  installed  refrigeration  units  which  provide 
facilities  for  the  storage  and  display  of  an  infinite  variety  of 
frozen  foodstuffs,  the  sale  of  the  majority  of  which  are  not  permitted 
on  the  Sabbath,  although  the  shop  may  be  open  on  that  day  for  the  sale 
of  other  commodities,  but  no  infringements  have  been  discovered* 

Tent3.  Vans,  Sheds  and  Camping  Sites;  There  are  no  recognised 
camping  or  caravan  sites  in  the  area,  but  the  evident  demand  for  a site 
which  was  suitably  equipped  and  supervised  caused  the  Council  during 
the  year  to  decide  to  provide  a small  site  at  Hutton  Street,  Hetton  Down 
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which  will  have  the  necessary  hard-standing,  water-  supply,  and 
sanitary  accommodation,  and  futhermore,  being  within  easy  reach  of 
a shopping  centre  and  schools,  will  be  suitable  for  the  type'  of 
van  dweller  who  is  forced  to  house  his  family  in  this  way.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  housing'  accommodation,  and  perhaps  the 
case  with  which  living-vans  can  be  obtained  virtually  on  demand 
on  hire  purchases,  has  resulted  in  an  increasing  tendency  to  use 
the  caravan  as  a permanent  dwellings  The  majority  of  occupiers 
soon  discover  that  they  are  not  suited  to  the  life,  and  obtain 
other  accommodation  as  soon  as  possible,  but  there  are  a certain 
number  who  a a definite  preference  for  this  type  of  dwelling  and 
are  prepared  to  expend  a lot  of  effort  and  money  to  make  their 
surroundings  comfortable*,  Whether  these  people,  who  are  generally 
individualists,  would  settle  in  the  surroundings  of  an  organised 
camp-site,  is  doubtful,  however 0 The  selection  of  tenants  will 
require  some  thought,  as  on  a small  site  such  as  is  visualised, 
one  or  two  problem  families  can  mar  the  surroundings  even  more 
effectively  than  such  families  do  in  a street,  of  dwellinghouseso 

Apart  from  the  periodical  passage  through  the  district  of 
itinerant  hawkers,  which  sometimes  gave  rise  to  complaints,  van 
dwellers  have  presented  only  a small  problem  in  the  area  until 
recent  years,  but  the  village  of  Middle  'Rainton  tends  to  give  rise 
to  trouble  in  this  respect,  as  it  has  attracted  a small  colony  of 
van-dwellers,  generally  never  exceeding  two  or.  three  at  one  time 
and  although  the  sites  are  frequently  cleared,  they  are  subsequently 
re-occupied.  A farmer  here  was  found  to  be  letting  land  as  a 
stand  for  living-vans,  but  ceased  this  practice  when  requested  to 
do  so,  but  the  vans  subsequently  transferred  on  to  adjoining  land: 
which  was  originally  the  sites  of  houses  demolished  some  25  years 
ago,  and  the  owners  of  which  is  now  impossible  to  trace,  making 
formal  action  difficult.  A small  site  also  developed  at  Bog  Row, 

. Hetton,  where  two  vans  occupied  by  Contractors  workmen  established 
themselves  for  some  weeks,  but  this  site  was  cleared,  and  no  attempt 
’ has  been  made  to  re-occupy  ito 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools;  The  Urban  area  does  not  possess  any 
facilities  of  this  kind , and  having  regard  to  the  climate  a covered 
pool?  which  could  be  converted  to  other  entertainment  uses  would  be 
a most  desirable  amenity.  Schemes -in  this' connection  have  been 
considered  from  time  to  time,  and  a site  earmarked  for  the  purpose, 
but  financial  considerations  have  caused  the  matter  to  be  shelved. 
SCHOOLS i The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases was  negligible,  and 
scabies  virtually  non  existent  throughout  the  year  under  review,  and 
it  was  therefore  not  necessary  to  close  any  school.  A very  high 
standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained  in  all  schools  throughout  the 
area,  although  in  the  case  of  one  secondary  modern  school  it  was 
necessary  to  make  representations  regarding  the  provision  of 
washing  facilities  for  a section  of  the  pupils,  -as  the  facilities 
existing  has  been  taken  over  for  the  preparation  of  school  meals. 
This  appeared  to  be  .a  temporary  arrangement  which  had  been 
permitted  to  persist  too  long,  the  intention  being  to  provide 
facilities,  when  a re-building  scheme  was  put  in  hand* 


A central  school  kitchen  is  situated  at  Easington  Lane,  and 
when -inspected  it  was  invariably  found  that  a high  standard-  of 
hygiene  was  being  maintained© 

The  Health' Department  is  indebted  to  the... teachers  for  their 
ready  co-operation  at  all  times  when  enquiries  or  arrangements 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  were  necessary. 

Public  Houses,  Hall  and  Cinemas s These  premises  are  regularly 
inspected,  an  annual  report  is  submitted  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Justices  at  the  Brewster  Sessions,  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary 
to  report  adversely  with  regard  to  any  premises  during  the  year 
under  review.  A high  standard  of  sanitary  accommodation,  amenities 
arid  hygiene  is  noticeable  in  licensed  premises  throughout  the 
district,  and  all  are  equipped  with  wahsing  facilities  in  the  bars. 

FOOD  INSPECT ION ; The  following  table  shows ' the  number  and  type 

of  premises  where  food  is  sold  and  prepared,  viz 
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Slaught  erhous  es 

Colliery  Canteens* 

Cafes  or  snack  bars* 

Fish  &, Chips.* * 

Butchers • 

Greengrocery  and  Fruiters*  * * * 

Bakers  and  Confectioner^  * . * . 

Grocery.  . . . * . . . 

General ...... 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers* ...... 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale 

of  ice-cream  ..  


1 

2 

3 

10 
17 
10 
17 
30 
44 
. 2 


Although  bakers  and  confectioners  number  17,  there  were  acutally 
only  five  bakehouses  in  operation  in  the  area  at  the  end,  of  the  year 
under  review,  two  of  these  being  well  equipped  factory  bakehouses,  the 
remainder  producing  mainly  pies  and  confectionery,  in  addition  6 
general  shops  are  registered  for  the  production  of  pies  only.  These 
premises  are  frequently  inspected  and  maintain  a very  high  standard  of 
cleanliness. 


A large  amound  of  re-construction  and  improvement  work  was 
carried  out  to  food  premises  and  shops  during  the. year,  and  all 
comply  with  the  requirements . of  the  Food  Hygiene  - Regulations,  with 
full  amenities  for  the  staff,  and  the  fairly  large  number  of  small 
general  shops,  invariably  with  house  attached  in  which  the 
proprietor  resides,  generally  employing  a single  assistant,  nr  in 
many  cases  none,  are  also  equipped  and  operated  in  full  compliance 
with  the  Regulations.  . : 

*'?*  : 

The 'food  premises  are  regularly  inspected,  and  stocks  examined. 
The-. majority  are  equipped  with  some  form  of  refrigeration  equipment, 
and  wastage  of  foodstuffs  is  rare,  but  it  is  necessary  to  condemn 
a fairly  large  quantity  of  tinned  goods  owing  to  their  unfitness 
for  human: consumption.  A good  percentage  of  these  had  deteriorated 
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owing  to  faulty.,  processing,  or,  prolonged  storage,  but  in  far  too 
many  cases  their  condition 'was  due  to  rough  handling  in  transit, 
coupled  with  inadequate.,  packing.  These  tinned  goods,  which  are 
generally  in  an  offensive  condition,  and  have  no  salvage  value, 
are  disposed  of  by  burring  on'  'the  refuse  tips. 

v i • 1 *'  I v * . 

The  beginning,  of  the." year  saw  the  implementation  of  the 
slaughterhouses  AQ'kj  an^  by  January,  1st  1961  five,  of  the 
slaughterhouses  were  in  full  compliance,  i.e.  they  were  equipped 
with  stunning,.- pens.,,  and  were  granted  licences.  The  provision  of 
stunning  pens  was  the  bubject  of’ some  misunderstanding  amongst  the 
meat  trade,  for  which  perhaps ‘their  Press  wad  responsible,  there 
being  an  impression  that  exemption  certificates  would  be  granted. 
There  werepi  however,  no  premises  in  the  area  where  lack  of  space, 
or  other  structural  difficulties,  justified  the  issue  of 
certificates,  and  none  were  issued,  and  the  provision  of  a stunning 
pen  was  insisted  upon  before  a licence  was  issued.  The  remaining 
premises,  with  one  exception,  had  stunning  pens  fitted  by  the 
appointed  day,  the  exception,  being  a slaughterhouse  which  the 
occupier  was  not  using  s.t  the  time,  and  a pen  was  provided  here 
later  in  the  year.  Three  slaughterhouse,  occupiers  decided  not 
to  go  to  the  * expense  of  bringing  their  premises  into  compliance, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  11  licences  were  in  operation,  all  the 
premises  concerned  being  in  full  compliance  with  the  Act  both  as 
regards  structure  and  equipment. 

( ’ . • 1 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  was  the  complete  change  in  the 
reaction  of  the  occupiers  to  the  use  of  the  stunning  pen#  The 
majority  of  the  butchers  operate  only,  on  a small  scale  for  their 
own  use,  and  the  general  opinion  was  that  the  stunning  pen  was 
unnecessary  for  a small  throughput,  took  up  useful  spaces,  and  was 
something  additional  to  maintain  and  cleanse,  and  could  furthermore 
result  in  injury  to  cattle#  In  this  last  respect  it  is  true  that 
considerable  care  must  be  taken  with  the  surface  texture  and 
contours  of  the  floor  of  the  pen,  otherwise  cattle  are  liable  to 
fall ’and  suffer  internal  dislocations  and  fractures  which  will 
detract  from  the  value  of  the  meat,  and  affect  ltd  keeping 
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qualities*  With  this  in  mind  we  gave  considerable  thought  to  the 
siting  of  the  pens,  using  a brick  wall,  (generally  exlsitng)  at 
the  rear  of  the  pen  which  .reduced  initial  cost,  made  cleansing  easier, 
and  provided  a smooth,  unobstructed  chute  from  the  lairage  into 
the  pen,  and  adopted  a simple,  unobstructed  floor,  which  has 
proved  safe  in  use,  and  effective  in  turning  the  carcase  out#  The 
result;  has  been  that  the  butchers,  without  exception,  now  hail  the 
pen  as  a laboul  saving  device,  making  it  possible  for  one  man  to 
proceed  with  a slaughter,  whereas  previously  the  butcher  with  a 
small  staff  had  to  enlist  the  aid  of  his  neighbours  when  it  be- 
came necessary  to ; haul  an-  awkward  animal  into  the  slaughterhouse 
on  a rope.  Furthermore  the  animal  was  harrassed,  and  frayed 
tempers  resulted  in  much  unnecessary  cruelty  under  the  old  method, 
the  thinner  nylon  rppes  which  were  coming  into  general  use  also 
being  harsher  to  the  animal  than’  the  older  type  heavy  manilla 
rope* 

All  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  are  inspected, 
to  attain  this  lOO/o  inspection  overtime  working  is  necessary,  a 
considerable  amount  of -slaughter  taking  place  at  the  week-end* 
Slaughtering  carried  out  was,  in  fact,  beyond  the  actual  needs  of 
the  district,  and  a good  precentage  of  the  meat  went  for  export, 
resulting  in  the  inspection  duties  being  subsidised  by  Government 
Grant  to  the  extent  of  £70.5s*9d  during  the  year.  A very  good 
class  of  animal  is  generally  killed,  and  as  a result  the  inoidence 
of  disease  found  in  recent  years  has  steadily  decreased,  but  this 
lack  of  obvious  disease  has  not  in  any  way  lightened  the  inspection 
duties,  it  h-s,  if  anything,  resulted  in  more  time  being  spent  in 
searching  for  the  more  obscure  lesionso  Where  it  was  necessary  to 
condemn  carcases  and  edible  organs  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
they  were  sprayed  with  a very  persistent  green  dye,  and  disposed 
of  to  manufacturers  of  pet  foods,  who  undetake  to  ensure  that 
none  of  the  meat  is  used  for  human  consumption*  These  merchants 
are  only  prepared  to  collect  large  quantities,  however,  and  more 
often  than  not  recourse  has  to  be  made  to  burial  on  the  refuse 
tips. 
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All .slaughtermen  are  licensed  by  the  Council,  and  at  the 
end  of  1961  the  number  licensed  was  40.  A very  good  type 
of  man  is  employed  'throughout  the  district  and' it  was  unnecessary 
to  issue  cautions,  for  breaches  of  the  Regulations  during  the  year. 
The  position  with  regard  to  trained  slaughtermen  has  much  improved 
and  the.  majority  of  butchers  now/appear  to  have  little  difficulty 
in  finding  3'uitable  staff.  • • 

The  disposal  of  waste  from  slaughterhouses  has  always 
presented  some- difficulty,  although  there  are  firms  willing  to 
take  the  majority  of  the  offal  wastes,  and  some  butchers  take 
advantage  of  this.  To  prevent  the  careless  and  promiscuous  ... 
dumping  which  had  been  a cause  of  nuisance  in  the  past,  a deep 
trench  was  provided  on  the  refuse  tip  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  butchers,  the  cost  of  providing  and  maintaining  this  being 
met  by  the  tradesmen,  and  the  system  works  well. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES:  The  beginning  of  the  year  narked  the  end  of 
direct  control  by  the  Urban  Authority  over  milk  samples,  the 
powers  of  sampling  becoming  vested  in  the  County  Council  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  i960,  and  therefore 
local  sampling,  which  had  been  carried  out  to  a considerable 
extent  for  many  years,  (samples  being  taken  weekly  from  all  milks 
retailed  in  the  area)  was  discontinued  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year*  It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  such  remote  control 
could  provide  the  close  supervision  provided  previously,  and,  as 
could  be  expected  the  County  Council  had  difficulty  initially 
with  such  a large  undertaking  with  existing  staff,  the  result 
being  that  only  a very  small  number  of  samples  were  taken  in 
this  area,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Health  Department  should 
resume  sampling  on  a limited  scale  and  25  samples  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland,  where 
examinations  are  carried  out  free  of  charge.  Whilst  it  is  true 
that"  milk  supplies  especially  after  pasteurisation,  are  Nowadays 
virtually  safe,  yet  it  is,  surprising  how  often  consistent  sampling 
had  brought  to  light  lapses  in  production  or  dairy  technique, 
particularly  with  the  raw  milks.  Wo  have  had  failures  in  these 
milks  ■ in  Nov emebr.  and  December,  when  weather  conditions  have  been 
favourable  to  keeping,  but  the  dark  cold  morning  have  resulted 
in  skimped  dairy  technique®  The  raw  milk  is  also  submitted  to 
examination  for  the  presence  of  br. abortus,  and  -not  infrequently 
is  found  to  be  positive  to  the  ring  test  for  this,  but  fortunately 
no  growth  has  taken  plane  on  culture,  but  early  detection 
prevents  an  outbreak  of  undulant  fever,  and  helps  the  producer, 
who,  however  conscientious  he  may  .be,  is  entirely  at  the  mercy  . 
of  his- employees,  to  keep  his  herd  free  from  mastitis  and 
abortion. 


The  distribution  of  liquid  milk  throughout  the  area  is 
carried  out  by  two  organisations,  viz.,  The  Hough ton~l e-Spring 
Dairy  Farmerrs  Association,  and  the  East  Durham  Co-operative 
Dairies,  The  Dairy  Farmer’s  Association  supply  pasteurised  and 

Tuberculin  tested  pasteurised' milk,  "both  of  which  are  processed 

by  the  Milk  Marketirg  Board  at- their  Durham  plant,  and  also  a 
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considerable  quantity  of  raw  tuberculin  tested  pilk  from  local 
farms.  The  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  distribute 

» < -L 

pasteurised  and  tuberculin  tested  pasteurised  milks  processed 
at  their  Wingate  Dairy , and  also  have  a modern  milk  depot 
situated  in  the  .Hetton  Downs  Ward.  This  is  equiped  with  cold 
storge  chambers , and  the  milk  is  stored  here  overnight. 

A good  amount  of  sterilised  milk,  emanating  principally 
from  Dairies  in  the  Sunderland  area,  is  also  sold  in  the  district, 
a large  number  of  stores  and  general  shops  retailing  this,  5o 
shops  being  registered  for  such  sales  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
during  the  year  under  review,  but  the  Health  Department  of  the 
Durham  County  Council  took  25  samples  during  this  period,  being 
6 raw  T . T *>  9 T.T*  pasteurised,  7 pasteurised  and  3 sterilised, 
and  of  these,  4,  failed  to  pass  the  test.  Four  complaints  were 
received  with  regard  to  dirty  milk  bottles,  which  on  investigation 
were  found  to  be  due  to  accidental  contamination  to  a minor 
degree,  the  contents,  when  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  being  satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream;  Ice-cream  .marketed  in  the  district  was  systematically 
sampled  throughout  the  year,  146  samples  being  taken  and  25  of 
these  proving  to  be.  in  some  degree  unsatisfactory,  actual  results 
being  as  follows 

Grade  1,  121,  Grade  2,  10,  Grade  3,  13,  Grade  4,  2.  The 
samples  are  taken  weekly  from  various  points  in  the  area  and  are 
bacteriologically  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Sunderland.  Sampling  presents  a difficulty  when  it  cones  to 
dealing  with  the  good  number  of  itinerant  hawkers  who  cone  from 
out  side  the  area  and  tour  the  district  in  motor  vans,  their 
times  are  irregular,  and  often  inconvenient  for  the  transmission 
of  samples  to  the  laboratory. 

Three  premises  in  the  district  were  equipped  with  modem 
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plant  when  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  cane  into  effect,  bat 
in  two  cases  they  were  not  used  for  ice-cream  manufacture  during 
the  year,  and  in  the  third  case  only  to  a diminishing  extent  to 
meet  the  seasonal  demand,  the  proprietors  finding  it  more 
economical  to  sell  the  extensive  range  of  pre-packed  proprietory 
brands  of  ice-cream  all  the  year  round,  and  a large  number  of 
confectionery  and  general  dealer fs  shops  also  retail  pre-packed 
ice-cream  delivered  direct  from  the  factory.  These  premises 
are  equipped  with  refrigeration  cabinets  for  storage,  the 
commodity  they  stock  is  invariably  of  high  quality,  and  only 
deteriorates  through  prolonged  storage,  or  unsatisfactory 
operation  or  failure  of  the  refrigerator.  The  manufacturers, 
having  in  mind  the  reputation  of  their  product,  are  very  prompt 
in  dealing  with  any  complaints,  invariably  clearing  the  stock 
and  replacing  it  immediately  when  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  its 
condition.  ■- 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  retail  sale  of  pre- 
packed ice-cream  numbered  63  at  the  end  of  1961. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  obtain  samples  from,  and  supervise  the 
condition  of  the  vans  o-f  hawkers*  The  great  majority  of  these 
are  operated  by  reputable  firms  who  have  gone  to  considerable.- 
expense  to  equip  the  vans  with  the  latest  processing  plant,  and 
who  do  their  best  to  ensure  a satisfactory  product.  There  is  a 
minority,  however  who  are  prone  to  give  unsatisfactory  results, 
particularly  during  the  busy  period,  no  doubt  due  to  lack  of 
interest  on, the  part  of  the  salesman,  who  is  often  a casual 
worker,  incomplete  processing,  bad  handling,  and  carrying'  over 
unsold. stock  from  day  to  day,  and  almost  one-hundred  per  cent 
of  samples  which  fail  come  from  these  sources. 

One  hawker,  operating  from  a neighbouring  area,  gave 
consistently  bad  results  over  an  extended  period,  and  as  a 
result,  a deputation  from  the  Council,  including  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  met 
Councillors  and  Officials  of  the  district  concerned,  and 
following  a programme  of  sampling  in  collaboration,  a 
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considerable  improvement  was  achieved. 


HOUSING;  The  five  years  Slum  Clearance  Programme  had  been  very 
largely  implemented  by  the  end  of  1961,  a good  number  of  Closing 
and  Demolition  Orders  having  been  made  during  the  year  and,  in 
1961  a Public  Enquiry  was  held  into  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
at-  Easington  Lane  .‘(The  Hetton (Pemberton  Bank)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,-  I960)  which  comprised  20  dwellinghouses,  one, shop,  the. 
sites  of  a number  of  houses  which  had  already  been  dealt  with 
by  Demolition  Orders,  and  adjacent  land.  The  Order  was 
subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Ministry,  and  will  make  further 
sites  available  for  the  extension  and  completion  of  the  adjacent 
housing  estate.  The  Council  continued  with  their  policy  of 
building  by  direct  labour,  and  42  houses  were  completed  and 
, occupied  during  the  year  whilst  casual  vacancies  in  the  existing 
housing  sited  also  absorbed  70  families. 


Continued  progress  'was  made  with  improvement  of  amenities  in 
the  older  dwellinghouses.  The  Council’s  pre-war  houses  have  all 
been  modernised,  and  attention  is  now  being  concentrated  on 
palisading  walls  and  other  external  improvements*  The  National 
Coal  Board  have  pursued  a progressive  policy  for  the  modernisation 
of  the  very  large  number  of  their  houses  In  the  area  which,  whilst 
not  likely  to  be  affected  by  clearance,  yet  fall  below  reasonable 
standards,  the  majority  now  having  fixed  baths  and  hot  water  supply, 
and  in  addition,  much  improved  approaches  by  the  making  up  of  the 
back  street.  A very  large  number  of  owner-occupiers  took 
advantage  of  the  assistance  available  for  carrying  out  improvement, 
works  to  their  dwellings,  35  applications  being  made  for 
discretionary  grants,  and  10  applications  for  standard  grants,  all 
of  which  were  approved.  Unfortunately,  owners  of  rented 
properties  rarely  avail  themselves  of  these  facilities,  it  is  true 
that  they  are  probably  not  prepared  to  go  to  the  considerable 
expenditure  necessary  to  bring  a house  completely  up  to  standard 
as  required  to  qualify  for  the  discretionary  grant,  but  the 
standard  grant  provides  an  opportunity  to  instal  amenities  at 
comparatively  small  outlay,  and  there  are  a good  number  of 
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fundamentally  sound  houses  in  the  district  which  could  be  so 
improved,  and  would  qualify  for  grant* 

The  district  has,  in  the  post-war  years,  beon  neglected  by 
the  speculative  builder,  although  there  are  sites  ripe  for 
development.  There  is  every  hope  for  an  improvement  in  this  : 
direction,  however,  as  a local  builder  has  obtained  the  necessary 
planning  permission  to  develop  the  sites  of  condemned  houses  at 
the  Four  Lane' Ends,  Hetton  and  proposes  additional  development 
in  conjunction  which  will  form  quite  a large  housing  unit. 

19  houses  were  erected  by  private  persons  during  the  year 
under  review,  all  for  own  occupation# 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS?  The  position  with  regard  to  the  number 
and  type  of  premises  of  this  nature  has  been  static  for  some  years. 
The  district  would  benefit  considerably  by  an  infusion  of  light 
or  heavy  industry,  and  with  this  in  mind,  a large  area  at  Lyons 
Colliery  has  been  zoned  as  an  industrial  "site,  and  by  the  end  of 
1961  there  was  a certainty  that  some  of  the  sites  thereon  would  be 
taken  up  and  developed  by  industrial  firms. 

Factories  and  workshops  are  regularly  inspected,  and  a generally 
high  standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained  throughout  the  area* 

Temporary  conveniences  maintained  for  workers  on  building  sites 
, and  on  farms  were  also  kept  under  observation  with, a view  to 
satisfactory  maintenance.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  some 
.informal  notices,  particulars  of  which  are  contained  in  the 
following  table,  which  indicates  inspections  carried  out  by 
the  Department,  and  the  results  arising  therefrom,  viz 
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enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

49 

32 

* 

9 

j 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Sec. 7 Is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
worker 5 s premis  as ) .- 

3 

. 

•'  * • 

6 

i 

. 

1;  ■ 

, 

*■ 

• • 

* j 

TOTAL 

1 - 1 

60 

52  _ 

19 

. »» 

20  Defects  Found 
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1 

i " • ' 

i 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No. of  cases 
! in  which 

i ; 

1 

l 

j ’ 

Found 

Remedied 

♦ 

■ 

L — - • 

Reff erred 

BVHj,MU 

r Inspectors 

Prosecution 

were 

Instituted. 

IWant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

1 

... 

Overcrowding  (2.2) 

■ 

[ 

• f - • • 

Unreasonable  temperatuBe(S .3) 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

5 

: 

, 

- 

5 

■ , 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

■ 

4 

4 

••  » * - 

(b)  Unsuitable  of  defective 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

M 

1 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

- 

J 

I 

to  Out -work) 

Eradication  of  bed  bugs  and  vermins  Householders  who  are' 
troubled  with  insect  pests  are  provided  with  a free  service,  but 
the  demand  for  this  is  steadily  diminishing,  the  major  part  of 
the  work  being  the  clearance  of  black-beetles  from  older  houses, 
which  are  subject  to  periodic  re-infestation.  A small  dumber 
of  infestations  by  bed  bug  still  arise,  almost  invariably  in 
houses  where  the  tenant' has  been  tolerating  them  without 
complaint  for  years,  the . infestation  only  coming  to  light  when 
the  house  is.  vacated#  A growing  number  of  infestations  by  wood 
boring  insects  are  net  with,  however,  in  both. old  and  new  houses. 
These  can  cause  serious  damage  to  the  structure,  often  necessitatin 
the  renewal  of  floors,  after  meticulous  examination  to  ensure 

* . ' « I 

that  all  inf estedo timber  has  be, op  removed,  and  aprjicles  of 
furniture  -can  suf  f er-  -serious- -damage •••and-are^-of  ten™the  -'veh±clTO‘foT“  ~ 
spreading  infestation# 

Black  beetle  infestations  are  successfully  dealt  with  by 
the  use  of  powder  containing  pyrethrum,  this  having  an  immediate 
u knock-dowrf1  effect,  andD.D.T.,  which  has  a residual  effect 
for  an  indefinite  .period  if  left  undisturbed,  and  therefore 
provides  subsequent  protection#  More  frequent  use  is  also  being 
made  of  Malathion,  which  has  proved  very  effective  in  confined 
"underfloor  spaces  and  in  hollow  partition  walls.  This  is  also 
dispensed  in  powder  form  through  -a  blower. 

• Bed  bugs  infestations  are  dealt  with  by  an  initial 
fumigation  of  gamnaxane,  which' kills  off  adult  vermin,  and  provides 
some  degree  of.  protection  •'■for  householders  to  proceed  with  the 
stripping  of  walls,  it  sometimes  being  necessary. to  also,  remove 
picture  rails,  architraves  and  ...skirtings,  "and  to*  treat  the 
woodwork  with  a thorough  application  of  the  blow-torch  before 
"replacing#  . ~ ' 

V 

A second  treatment  is  given  by  spraying  to  deal  with  vermin 
which  have  subsequently  incubated,  and  this  is  followed  after 
an  interval  of  at  least  seven  days  by  a final ' treatment  to  en- 
sure complete  eradication  of  the  insects.  A very  desirable  effect 
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of  these  operations  is  that  they  make  if  necessary  for  the 
householder  to  give  the  affected  rooms  a good  cleaning  and 
airing  after  each  stage  of  the  treatment*  The  complete 
co-operation  of  the  tenants  is  essential  if  the  operations  are 
going  to  be  effective®  , They  are  expected  to  keep  the  walls 
unpapered  for  at  least  six  months  after  the  final  treatment,  and 
to  report  any  isolated  vermin  subsequently  found,  as  stray 
survivors,  if  tolerated,  will  rapidly  re-commence  the  whole 
cycle  of  infestion.  During  the  course  of  the  work  particular 
attention  is  paid  to  houses  .abutting  on  those  affected, 
effective  treatment  tends  "to  force  the  vermin  to  migrate,  and 
in  much  of  the  older  property  access  is  readily  available  from 
house  to  house. 

Rodent  Control;  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  is 
administered  by  the  Health  Department  with  regard  to  all  surface 
infestations,  and  this  involves  dealing  with  dwellinghouses, 
business  premises,  school,  works,  agricultural  land,  and  the 
Councils  refuse  taps,  "the  Councils  Highway !s  Department  under- 
takes the  periodical  treatment  of  the  sewers*  The  preliminary 
survey  work,  and  a good  part  of  the  treatment,  is  carried  out  by 
the  Health  Inspector^,  assisted  by  a part-time  workman  who 
operates  under  their  supervision*  Major  infestations  are  now 
rare,  as  one  would  expect  after  the  amount  of  intensive  work 
which  has  been  put  in  over  recent  years,  but  a freak  migration 
of  vermin  may  occur  at  any  time,  and  give  rise  to  a heavy 
infestation,  and  frequent  surveys  to  detect  this  are  very 
necessary*  In  this,  '.respect  the  .department  is  very  dependent 
upon  early  reports  from  occupiers  of  buildings  and  land.  This 
is  a statutory  obligation,  but  the  fact  that  treatment  of 
dwellinghouses  is  ..carried  out  free,  and  a charge  based  on  time 
and  material  is  made  for  work  Carried  out  on  business  premises 
or.  land,  the  amount  involved  almost  invariably  being  negligible, 
makes  complaints  readily  forthcoming,  particularly  .from  house- 
holders where  they  are  often  frivolous  and  tin ewas ting.  A great- 
deal  of  Work  is  often  necessary  on  minor  infestations,  generally 
involving  the  detection  of  faults  in  structure  and  drains  to 
pinpoint  points  of  access,  and  ih  the  course  of  the  work  a 
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considerable  number  of  drains  are  tested  by  smoke  and  found  to 
be  faulty* 

The  comparative  freedom  of  farmland  from  infestations 
during  the  year  is  noteworthy,  the  majority  of  the  farmers  now 
being  accustomed  to  the  use  of  Warfarin,  and  carrying  out  their 
own  treatments  when  necessary*  Several  observations  were  carried 
out  by  the  Department  on  farms  when  the  breaking  down  of  ricks 
and  threshing  operations  were' in  progress,  and  the  rodent 
populations  was  found  to  be  negligible. 

The  Highway’s  Department  of  the  Council  Periodically  treat 
the  d ewers,  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  treatment 
should  .be  carried  out  at  the  correct  intervals  to  conincide  with 
the  peak  breeding  seasons,  as  if  for  any  reason  treatment  is 
delayed,  this  results  in  an  increase  and  overcrowding  amongst 
the  underground  population,  invariably  reflected  by  a rise  in 
complaints  regarding,  surface  infestations. 

The  poison. in  general  use  during  the  year  for  both  surface 

and  underground  treatments  was  Warfarin.  This  has  been  found 

very  effective,  more  convenient  in  use,  and  safer  than  other 
poisons,  but  it  is  still  used  with  caution  where  pigs  or  other 
domesti©  animals  could  have  access  to  the  bait,,  The  operations 
have  actually  been  covered  for  some  years  by  an  Insurance  Policy 

against  third  party  risks,  but  as  yet  it  has  never  been 

necessary  to  meet  a claim.  The  older  poisons,  zinc  phosphide, 
red  squills,  and  arsenic  are  still  occasionally  used  when 
special  circumstances  make  this  necessary,  and  when  weather 
conditions  make  the  operations  practicable  and  safe,  butrows  on 
the  refuse  tips  and  agricultural  laud  are  treated  with  n Cynag*1 
gas,  which  is  very  effective,  but  dangerous  if  used  carelessly. 

CLEAN  AIR:  Atmospheric  conditions  in  the  district  are  considerably 

improved,  particularly  as  regards  industrial  emissions*  This 
is  largely  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  National  Coal  Eoard,  who 
have  proved  very, co-operative*  The  method  of  tipping  in  use  at 
Eppleton  Colliery  for  the  past  few  years,  has  resulted  in  the 


1 


46  *“* 

disposal  of  waste  without  the  dangers* fumes  and  unsightliness 
of  the  typical  spoil  heap,  the  waste  now  being  soiled  over,  and 
sown  with  grass,  so  that  in  a very  short  time  it  blends  with 
the  landscape*  The  demolition  of  the  chimney  at  this  Colliery, 
which  was  always  responsible  for  the- emission  of  vast  amounts 
of  grit,  and  the  provision  of  a new  boiler  house,  have  also 
effected  a- considerable  improvement®  The  new  method  of  tipping 
at  Elemore  Colliery  also  works  satisfactorily,  and  Nicholson fs 
Pit,  East  Rainton,  where  the  twin  heaps  still  conform  to  the 
orthodox  conical  shape,  ha^  given  no  cause  for  complaint*  The 
Health  Department  make  monthly  observations  by  deposit  gauge 
and  lead  dioxide  candle  to  ascertain  atmospheric  conditions* 

The  old,  disused  spoil  heaps  are  also  disappearing  gradually, 
as  the  waste  is  being  removed  for  road  making  etc*  and  in  this 
connection  the  Health  Department  had  to  take  action  on  more  than 
one  occasion  during  the  year  as  a serious  dust  nuisance  was 
caused  in  dry,  windy  weather  by  the  lorries  transporting  the 
waste*  Sheeting  the  lorries  was  tried,  but  in  some  cases  was 
not  possible  owing  to  the  heat  of  the  waste,  and  therefore 
spraying  each  load  with  water  was  resorted  to,  and  if  done 
thoroughly,  was  effective* 

Despite  the  improvements  in  the  appliances  in  use  through- 
out the  area  (all  the  Council  houses,  and' a large  number  of  the 
Colliery  houses  have-  been  equipped  with  approved  applianoee, a 
householders  taking  advantage  of  improvement  grants  are  required 
to  instal  improved  applicances,  and,  as  the  Council  have  adopted 
the  appropriate  byelaw,  all  new  houses  have  to  be  so  equipped) 
resulting  in  a considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
bituminous  fuel  burned,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  domestic 
smoke  provides  the ’main  source  of  atmospheric  contamination  in 
the  area*  * The  basic  industry  being  mining,  a large  proportion 
of  the  residents'  are  in  receipt  of  concessionary  coaL,  and 
climatic  conditions  plus  the  need  for  cooking  and  heating  water, 
result  in  a large  number  of  households  burning  fires  throughout 
the  year.  This  poses  a problem  common  to  all  Colliery  districts. 
The  recipient  of  concessionary  coal  is  naturally  prejudiced 
against  the  formation  of  smokeless  zoneso  He  feels  that  he  is 
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being  forced  to  forego  a well  earned  privilege  and  to  "bum  more 
costly  fuel.  This  prejudice  has  been  largely  overcome  by  the 
National  Coal  Board’s  concessions  with  regard  to  alternative 
fuels ? and  a very  large  number  of  miners  wholeheartedly  support 
the  principle  of  clean  air. 

The  district  is  in  the  happy  position  of  having- large  groups 
of  houses  ready  equipped  for' the  change  over  to  burning  smokeless 
fuel,  only  the  substitution  of  the  -fl  bar  grate  being  necessary, 
but  two  obstacles  exist  (i)  there  are  strong  grounds  for 
doubting  whether  there  will  be  an  adequate  supply  of  the  fuel 
to.  meet  the  demands  of  the  householders  affected,  and  it  would 
be  a serious  error  to  commit  them  to  the  changeover  if  this  is 
the  case,  and  (2)  ignition  presents  a difficulty  in  as  much  as 
none  of  the  Council  houses,  and  very  few  of  the  more  modern 
private  houses  are  supplied  with  mains  gas,  presenting  a problem 
where  smokeless  ignition  is  concerned.  To  allow,  the  use  of 
sticks  and  paper,  whilst  permissible,  should  be  avoided  if  at  all 
possible,  and  the  electrically  operated  ignition  devices  are 
comparatively  expensive,  and  unlikely  to  find  favour  with  the 
housewife.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  which  are  not 
insuperable',  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  shortly  make 
progress  with'  a Smoke  Control  Order. 

C QMMQN  LOP C- IN C-  HOUSES?  There  is  no  establishment  of  this  type 
in  the  area. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  There  was  only  .one  marine  store  dealer  in 
operation  in  thg  area  during  the  period -under  review.  He  dealt 
with  scrap  metal  only,  and  the  premises  gave  rise  to  no  nuisance. 
From  time  to  Mine  nuisances  arose  from  part-time  dealers- breaking 
up  old  motors  and  hoarding  scrap  in  the  back  yard,  but  these 
were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  informal  action.  Itinerant  rag 
and  bone. dealers  are  keot  under  observation  to  prevent  offences 
with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  forbidden  articles  with  juveniles 
for  rags  etc. 
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Care  of  the  Ageds  The  responsibility  for  this  work  is  under- 
taken  by  the  Hetton  Urban  District’s  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee,  which  was  founded  under  the  auspices  of  the  Council 
some  years  ago,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  acting  as 
Hon. Secretary  since  its  inauguration.  The  Committee  functions 
as  a co-ordinating  body  for  five  Ward  Committees  who  directly 
supervise  the  welfare  of  Aged  persons  in  their  respective  areas. 

The  Committee  aim  at  being  entirely  self-supporting,  and 
as  in  the  course  of  a year  their  work  entails  the  expenditure 
of  quite  a considerable  sum  of  money,  much  tine  and  labour  is 
given  to  schemes  for  raising  funds,  and  this  is  proving  more  and 
more  difficult.  Thanks,  however  to  a very  willing  and 
enthusiastic  band  of  voluntary  workers,  good  work  is  carried  out 
in  visiting,  entertaining,  and  overseeing  the  welfare  of  old 
people.  A chiropody  scheme,  which  appears  to  adequately  meeA  the 
heeds  of  the  area,  has  been  operated  at  very  small  expense  to 
the  patients  for  some  years. 

A very  effective  visiting  scheme  is  in  operation  throughout 
the  area  which  aims  at  reaching  the  many  aged  persons  who  by 
reasons  of  infirmity  or  disinclination  do  not  participate  in  the 
activities  of  the  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs,  and  the  sick  are  visited 
regularly  both  at  home  or  in  Hospital,  the  visitor  always  taking 
some  small  gift. 


